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Eberhard Zeidler was born in Leipzig on October 6th, 1940. In 1959, 
he began studying mathematics at the University of Leipzig, but was 
expelled from the University for political reasons in 1961. He was 
allowed to resume his studies only in 1964. After his PhD in 1967 with 
Herbert Beckert, the head of the Leipzig school of mathematical 
analysis, he became one of the leading scientists in the field, as for 
instance testified by his monumental 5 volume treatise on »Nonlinear 
Functional Analysis and its Applications« that quickly became a classic 
text in the field. In 1974, he became a full professor. After the collapse 
of the GDR in 1989, he played a leading role in the reformation and 
restructuring of the University.

It was due to his high international scientific standing, his 
proven leadership and his grand vision that the Max Planck Institute 
for Mathematics in the Sciences was founded in 1996 in Leipzig. 
He lead the institute during its first years, quickly turning it into an 
internationally recognized and highly innovative research institute. 
His own scientific vision was concerned with the deep unity of 
mathematics and theoretical physics, and this gave him the incredible 
energy and enthusiasm for his multi-volume treatise on »Quantum 
Field Theory« whose subtitle »A Bridge between Mathematicians and 
Physicists« so nicely expresses his aim. He wanted to build bridges 
and explore for himself and show to others the deep conceptual unity 
between pure mathematics and theoretical physics. Also, the several 
German and English versions of his »Handbook of Mathematics« have 
reached a wide and enthusiastic readership.

Thus, he was one of the very few scientists of our time who 
could still oversee and explore mathematics as a whole, and with 
all its deep connections with and applications in physics, instead of 
just small and isolated subfields, as is nowadays so common.

In 1994, he was elected a member of the German National 
Academy Leopoldina. In 2006, he was awarded the »Alfried-Krupp-
Wissenschaftspreis«, and in 2014, the first »Wissenschaftspreis der 
Teubner-Stiftung zur Förderung der Mathematischen Wissenschaften«. 
In 2006, he obtained the Honorary Doctorate of the Vietnam  
Academy of Science and Technology in Hanoi.

He was a great scientist, but also a great human being, always 
concerned for the well being of others, always helping other people, 
warmhearted and generous, and with a profound sense of humor.

Our institute owes him its existence, its vision, its structure, and its 
success. We shall always remain grateful to him for what he has taught 
us as a scientist and as a human being. (Prof. Jürgen Jost)

Prof. Dr. rer. nat. habil. Dr. h.c.
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It is a great pleasure and honor for me to speak here on the 
occasion of Eberhard Zeidler’s 65th birthday.  Congratulations 
from everybody here, from many other mathematicians and 
in particular from the Max Planck Institute for Mathematics in 
Bonn. I know Eberhard Zeidler since many years; I don’t know 
how long, but I visited him here in Leipzig during the time of 
the German Democratic Republic and we went together to the 
main building of the University to have lunch and we passed this 
huge painting on one of the walls where many professors of the 
University are shown teaching their students or discussing and I 
asked him “Why are you not on this picture?”.  But he just smiled 
and I think that his relations to the political system here were not 
the best. I recall that he got his final degree from the secondary 
school in 1959 and then he could study at Karl Marx University 
Leipzig mathematics and physics from 1959 to 1961, but in 1961 
he was thrown out; he became a transportation worker and then 
for two years or more a soldier, but fortunately in 1964 he could 
begin to study again and then his career was very fast.  Already 
in 1967 he got his Diploma degree and also his PhD degree 
“Summa cum laude” and in 1970 he passed the habilitation and 
already 1974 he became “Ordentlicher Professor”, full professor 
of Analysis at the Karl Marx University. In fact he was highly 
recognized at this time as a leading mathematician, not only in 
Leipzig but also beyond. In 1974 was also the 25th anniversary of 
the German Democratic Republic and this was a good reason to 
celebrate it by giving Zeidler this chair. On this occasion a big book 
of 750 pages appeared on the development of mathematics in 
the German Democratic Republic during these 25 years. Zeidler 
wrote a chapter on partial differential equations in mathematical 
physics. He showed the international development and the 
achievements of GDR mathematicians including his own and 
of his teacher Herbert Beckert. He showed his wide overview 
of mathematics. His dissertation appeared under the title 
“Randgekoppelte parabolische Differentialgleichungen” and 
his habilitation paper became already a book of 220 pages 
“Beiträge zur Theorie und Praxis für Randwertaufgaben”, 
Akademie Verlag. The results in the dissertation and in the 
Habilitationsschrift were highly recognized and this was one 
of the reasons for his appointment and also to an invitation as 
visiting professor by the University of Wisconsin at Madison. In 
1981 there was a celebration here - 100 years Mathematisches 
Seminar, now Mathematisches Institut der Universität Leipzig. 
This indeed was founded by Felix Klein in 1881. And then there 
was a volume about these 100 years and Roland Mildner and 
Horst Schumann reported on the research results in the recent 
years and there they also explained the work of Zeidler and in 
this book we see also a picture of Zeidler in 1980 at the age of 
40. And then Mildner and Schumann stressed very much that 
these volumes on nonlinear functional analysis, written in 1976 
to 1978, contain also the far reaching results of the author on 
bifurcation theory, free boundary value problems, navier stokes 
differential equations, positives operators, axiomatic theory 

of the mapping  degree, variational inequalities, Lyusternik- 
Shnirelman theory, numerical functional analysis. So we can say 
that Zeidler became a founding father of nonlinear functional 
analysis and he extended this by writing in the years 1983 to 1988 
five volumes of 3.500 pages published by Springer “Nonlinear 
functional analysis and its applications”. These are encyclopedic 
monographs with strong impact on all mathematicians working 
in this area.  

In the years before the German reunification it became a little 
bit easier to travel. Zeidler was invited to the United States 
to Courant Institute, Berkley, Stanford, Caltech, Harvard 
and Princeton and he was also at the Max Planck Institute 
in Bonn. And then came the time of reunification and all the 
work which had to be done to combine the two systems and 
the two German states and Zeidler cooperated in many ways, 
for example he was heading a research group of the German 
Forschungsgemeinschaft DFG on nonlinear functional analysis 
and its applications. He was in the council of Oberwolfach, he 
was in some advisory councils of the Max Planck Institute in 
Bonn and he was chairing such a council for the Weierstraß-
Institut für Angewandte Analysis und Stochastik, which is a 
successor of the Academy Institute for Mathematics of the 
Academy of Sciences of the German Democratic Republic. But 
in spite of all this he had time to publish two more volumes in 
the series “Applied mathematics” of Springer Verlag on applied 
functional analysis. The volumes have the titles “Applications 
to mathematical physics” and “Main principles and their 
applications” and I am very proud that he mentioned the SFB 
256, the special research area where Hildebrandt was very much 
involved and the Max Planck Institute for Mathematics in Bonn, 
the two places where he finished these two books. There is also 
the “Teubner Taschenbuch der Mathematik” of two volumes, 
This is a new edition of the “Bronshtein-Semendyayev”, the 
“Oxford user’s guide to mathematics”. 

The Max Planck Society wanted to be present in the new eastern 
states, belonging to the former German Democratic Republic. 
And so the Max Planck Society founded committees in all 
different fields, for example one in mathematics where I was the 
chair. Zeidler was a member of this committee; Hildebrandt was 
a member. One was looking for where to have the institute. Max 
Planck Society strictly said that Berlin-Potsdam area was already 
too full with institutes existing and planned. So it became clear 
that Leipzig was ideal and the committee thought that Zeidler 
should leave the committee because they wanted to have him 
as a very good first director, and then Stefan Müller and Jürgen 
Jost as additional scientific members and Jürgen Moser as an 
external member. The name “Mathematics in the Sciences” 
was created and they showed that there would be no overlap 
with the Max Planck Institute for Mathematics in Bonn. Zeidler 
became the Gründungsdirektor, the founding managing director 

of the three people mentioned and it turned out that Zeidler 
was not only a good Gründungsdirektor but he was an ideal 
Gründungsdirektor. He pushed forward all the time, he solved 
all problems and if you want to have such an institute you must 
think that you need a building, that you need books, a library, 
that you need the staff, that you have to convince the Max Planck 
Society to arrange for the budget correspondingly. And during 
all his time as founding director Zeidler fully devoted himself: 
he was present in all meetings of the Max Planck Society and he 
also went to other occasions and so he helped very much to add 
to the prestige of mathematics inside the Max Planck Society. 
After all, mathematics in the Max Planck Society gets about one 
percent of the whole budget and we must show that this money 
is well invested. During his time as managing director Zeidler 
also succeeded to fill the fourth position among the permanent 
people, namely Wolfgang Hackbusch for Scientific computing 
and with this the institute was actually built up. Now he retired in 
his capacity as managing director with Stefan Müller as successor 
but of course he continues to be a member of the committee 
of directors. He is a leader of a working group of visitors and of 
students and he is head of research and as we heard he retires 
only two years later. We have three of his students as speakers 
here, students who are professors in German universities. The 
Max Planck Institute in Leipzig is strong, healthy and young and 
Zeidler will hopefully enjoy this institute for many years and 
use its resources.  And as we heard already, he started a series 
of six volumes on “Quantum field theory – a bridge between 
mathematicians and physicists”. And I understand from Springer 
Verlag that volume 1 of 1.000 pages “Basics in mathematics 
and physics” is already finished and will appear soon. Volumes 
2 to 5 have the titles, which are really impressive: “Quantum 
electrodynamics”, “Gauge theory”, “Quantum mathematics”, 
“The physics of the standard model” and “Quantum gravitation 
and string theory”.
 - So we wish him strength to carry this out. 

And Mrs Zeidler, whom he married in 1968 we also congratulate 
very much for this birthday and wish her continued patience 
with such a man who works so much and writes so many books. 

Zeidler uses a lot of quotations to show why he writes the books 
and how he wants to write the books. The people he uses for 
quotations reach from Johann Wolfgang von Goethe to Sir 
Michael Atiyah.

Johann Wolfgang Goethe: “Text books should be attractive by 
showing the beauty of the subject.”
Michael Atiyah:  “The really deep questions are still in the physical 
sciences. For the health of mathematics at its research level I think 
it is very important to maintain that link as much as possible.”

Health and happiness and strength to all what you planned for 
the coming years! 
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